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ABSTRACT

The research titled “Cultural Adaption of Chinese-Thais: A Case Study on Chinese -Thais in Yao Wa-rat
Community” aimed at (1) examining the ways of life of the Chinese-Thais through traditional views; (2)
investigating the cultural adaption of the Chinese- Thais in Yao Wa-rat Community; and (3) exploring
socialization at family level of the Chinese-Thais residing that area. Having conducted qualitative research, the
researcher used qualitative research method by Secondary data about the cultural adaption of the Chinese-Thais
collected from text books, academic articles, relevant research and primary data collected by in-depth interview
with 15 elderly and middle-aged Chinese-Thai persons residing Yao Wa-rat Community.

The study found that the Chinese-Thais have many traditional activities annually. However, because of
social change, their attitudes, values, and ways of life have been dramatically shifted, and their social and cultural
assimilation with Thai society has occurred. Some of their traditional activities have therefore degenerated.
Although they still adhere to their Chinese traditions, they could adapt themselves to Thai counterparts fairly
well. Economy is one of many factors forcing the Chinese-Thais to modify their tradition on making sacrifice to
the spirits. In their traditional activities, the Chinese-Thais could spend this time teaching their offspring through
their rite to assimilate the Chinese traditions and recall benevolence of their ancestors who passed away.

The Chinese-Thais families socialized descendants through both direct and indirect ways. Through
direct ways, adults would tell, explain and teach the children through the various traditional rites and activities.
Through indirect ways, adult would act a good pattern to children. During the period of the festival, Chinese-
Thais would teach children through rites in order that children could absorb the Chinese traditions rites and

remember kindness of ancestors who had passed away.
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